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RESUME OF MAXIMILI~N FRANZ PLATZER 
Maximilian F. Platzer was born in Vienna, 
Austria, in 1933. He attended the Technical 
University of Vienna where he received the 
degree of Diploma-Engineer in Mechanical 
Engineering in 1957. The following three 
years he remained at the same school as 
Assistant to the Professor at the Institutes 
of Fluid Mechanics and of Applied Mathematics. 
In June 1960 he came to the United States 
to work for the Army Ballistic Missile Agency 
in Huntsville, Alabama. This agency was 
transfered to the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in July 1960. He remained with 
NASA's George C. Marshall Space Flight Center, 
first as Technical Assistant to the Chief of the Aerodynamics 
Analysis Branch, and ofr the last three years as Chief of the 
Unsteady Aerodynamic Theory Section. In 1965 he received a 
NASA Incentive Award for his contributions to the Saturn I 
program and a letter of commendation by the Director of the 
Aero-Astrodynamics Laboratory. 
While with NASA he completed his doctoral dissertation 
under the guidence of Professor Klaus Oswatitsch, Head of 
Fluid Mechanics Institute of Technical University of Vienna. 
His doctoral thesis treated the problem of compressible flow 
past oscillating low aspect ratio bodies, and he was awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Technical Sciences "with distinction'' 
in June 1964. 
In July 1966 he joined the Lockheed-Georgia Research 
Laboratory as a research scientist in the Aerospace Sciences 
Laboratory. The following year he was promoted to Chief 
of the Aeromechanics Research Group within the same laboratory. 
His primary job responsibilities for the next three years 
concerned the formulation and direction of research in the 
areas of aeroelasticity and unsteady aerodynamics. 
In August 1970 he joined the faculty of the Naval 
Postgraduate School as Associate Professor of Aeronautics. 
In June 1976 he was promoted to full professor and in 
June 1978 he was appointed as Chairman of the Department of 
Aeronautics. His primary research areas are unsteady 
aerodynamics, aeroelasticity, flight mechanics and V/STOL 
aircraft technology. He is the author of 30 refereed 
publications and two patents. 
He is an Associate Fellow of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a member of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and of the Sigma Xi 
Research Society. 
